-2 


^ 


o 
-i 


ft 
> 


o 

§. 

v& 

rn 

<* 

ts> 

D 

?U 

—» 

c  n 

-«J 

^ 

> 

> 


Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


Henry  Shotwell 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


1\  100  3.   ail.   oiioi 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/artisxxxxslinc 


• 


SHOTWELL,    HENRY 


'his  Engraving  Never  Has 
Been' Published  Before. 

1EST  OF  THE  EARLY  PICTURES 


reasured  by  the  Bagg'  Family  for 

Nearly  Forty  Years— Lincoln 

Himself  Liked .  It. 


What  is  perhaps  the  best,  as  well  as  the 

arest,   picture  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  he 

ppeared    when    he   first    entered    Congress 

3  reproduced  In  to-day's  Press.  It  Is  a  eop- 
jer  plate  engraving  and  was  until  recently 
he  property  of  William  S.  Bagg-,  a  Republ- 
ican leader  in  the  Twertty-sevonth  Assem- 
>ly  district  / 

It  came  to  Mr.  Bagg  from  his  aunt,  Misa 
Sarah  Bagg  of  No.  316  West  12<uh  street. 
3he  prized  it  higher  than  a  house  and  lot 
uid  presented  it  to  her  nephew  on  an. 
luspjcious  occasion  as  a  mark  of  hig'h 
"avor. 

To  Miss  Bagg  it  was  given  by.v-Henry 
Shotwell,  who  engraved  it,  nearly  forty 
/ears  ago.  He  made  it  from  a  daguerreo- 
ype  of  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Shotwell  told  Miss 
iagg  that  Mr.  Lincoln  had  told  him,  while 
serving  in  Congress,  that  the  engraving  was 
he  best  likeness  of  himself  that  he  had' 
ieen.  It  is  probably  the  only  one  of  its  kind 
iow  in  existence. 

A  REMARKABLE  LIKENESS. 

Those  who  have  seen  it  and  who  reanem- 
>er  how  Lincoln  looked  as  a  young  man, 
hink  it  a  remarkable  portrait.  Most  of 
he  photographs  of  him,  taken  in  his  earlier 
/ears,  they  think,  fail  to  do  him  justice. 
They  say  that,  while  he  did  not  have  what 
might  be  called  an  attractive '  face,  there 
svas  somethng  pleasing  about  it.  There 
was  a  kindliness  of  expression  and  a  sin- 
cerity of  motive  that  are  notably  absent 
'rom  all  of  the  portraits  except  this  one. 
in  the  original  engraving,  it  is  said,  the 
;oft  lines  of  the  face  are  striking  and  true 
.0  the  subject. 

HELD  BT  PATRIOTS. 

It  was  valued  aside  from  its  artistic  merit 
iy  the  Bagg  family  because  the  family  hls- 
ary  is  entwined,  incidentally,  with  the 
»untry's  history '  Robert  Bagg,  William's 
ather,  worked  for  Henry  Clay  In  the  con- 
'entlon  that  nominated  Zachary  Taylor, 
und  voted  for  Taylor  in  the  next  election, 
le  voted  for  the  Republican  party  the  first 
'ear  of  its  birth  and  proudly,  declares  that 
ee  has  never  cut  the  ticket. 

The  first  American  flag  displayed  in  Rich' 
nond  when  the  Union  troops  entered  was 
vaved  by  a  sister  of  the  elder  Mr.  Bagg. 
She  was  Mrs.  Jane  Acorn.  Her  husband 
lad  been  pressed  into  the  Confederate  army 
tnd  he  deserted  it  on  the  first  opportunity 
ind  Joined  the  Federal  troops  at  the  fromt 

Mrs.  Acorn  and  her  three  children  were 
n  such  disgrace  in  Richmond  for  her  hus- 
band's action  that  food  was  refused  them 
.t  any  price.  They  struggled  along  some- 
iow,  and  Mrs.  Acorn  stealthily  made  that 
Jnion  flag,  hiding  it  under  the  floor  when 
lonfederate  soldiers  searching  the  house, 
.s  thev  were  eternally  doing. 


When  the  colored  troops  entered  the  city 
he  flag  was  not  completed,  only  thirty-four 
tars    having    been    sewed    on,    two    shor,t\ 
"he  flag  is  now  In  the  archives  at  Wash;ng->S' 
on. 

These  are  some  reasons  why  the  Baggs 
reasured  this  rare  picture  of  Lincoln  for 
o  many  years,  and  why  they  are1  all  such 
mflinching  Republicans. 


family  ihlfheir  Spring-field  home,  also  a 
black  walnut  cradle  in  which  Lincoln's 
children  were  rocked.  Indeed  one  of 
Mrs.  Lincoln's  relatives  told  me  she 
had  often  seen  Lincoln  with  his  foot  on 
the  cradle  reading-  his  paper.  That 
Lincoln  was  a  great  baby-lover  we  all 
know,  for  have  we  not  all  heard  from 
our  fathers,  and  mothers  many  a  story 

JBteS;  ~~     '      .."T"~    — ^WHiaiibr-T    ■»  im- 


of  his  kir    0m  to  and  fondness  fS^  the 
little  ones.    In  this .  collection  are  more 
than  a  thousand  volumes    upon  the  life 
of  Lincoln,  and  a  collection  of  recollec- 
tions of  him,  written  by  request,  by  his 
personal    friends.       The    hat    worn  by  j 
Lincoln  on  the  night  of  his  assassina-  i 
tion  is  here  under  a  glass  case.      It  has  | 
a  band  of  crape  around  it,  put  there  at 
the  death  of  his  child,  Willie,  which  had 
occurred    at    the    white  house    only  a 
short  time  before.      Upon  the  very  spot 
where  Lincoln  died  stands  the  chair  oc- 
cupied, by  him  at  the  theater. 

To  some   persons  the  speeches  made 
by    Lincoln    would    no    doubt  be    the" 
most  interesting  part  of  the   collection. 
This  collection  of  speeches  is  said  to  be 
absolutely  complete,   every  speech   he 
ever  made  from   the   beginning  to  the 
end  of  his    life.       The  building  is  open  j 
|  every  day  and  will   no  doubt  be  visited  j 
|by  thousands  of  interested  people. 


126  E.>$th  St. 
New  York  N.Y. 
March  4  1941. 


Mr,  Louis  Warren 
Fort  Wayne  Ind. 

Dear  Sir; 

I  have  in  my  possession,  a  fine  steel  engra- 
ving of  Abraham  Lincoln  that  I  wish  to  dispose  of. 

This  engraving  is  by  Henry  C.Shotwel'i  who  was  a 
well  known  engraver  in  Chicago  and  it  was  copied  from 
the  famous  Hessler  photograph,  i^  is  an  exceptionally 
fine  likeness  of  Lincoln,  and  probably  you  are  famil- 
iar with  the  story  or  che  Heseler  photograph. 

It  is  one  of  the  finest,  most  characteristic  and 
most  correct  picture  of  Lincoln,  in  existence  and  as 
proof  of  thisstatement,  I  am  enclosing  several  copies 
of  letters,  the  original  autographed  copies  of  which 
are  in  my  possession, 

This  picture  is  framed,  the  outside  measure- 
ments are  approximately  14  X  18  inches, 

Edna  M.WorthingLon  of  Brown  University  gave 
me  your  name  as  possibly  being  int  erested  in  it 
and  I  am  enclosing  a  stamped  addressed  envelope  for 
the  return  of  the  letters  and  your  reply. 

If  for  any  reason  you  are  not  interested  in 
this  picture,  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  the 
name   of  any  other  party  or  parties, whom  you  think 
might  be  interested  in  it.  Hoping  to  receive  a  fav- 
orable reply  from  you,  I  am, 


Yours  Truly, 


1 
SHOTWELL,    HMRY 


;,i.rc"    14,  10-: i 
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1  .it  well  ©3  .  .  J  n  a'  c  I  i  Idb  y  !  f  '  '■■  i 
:  ar   let  I  ■'?.:    of   Bf<  r        4« 

■:::     iot    U&  a  potitlpti   to 

•jtprelea  .■■■■■.  if'i   ©111  ; rv      ■-  m  !-;  ■■;'■-  N 

us   '-our   price   Drs   |h©   engi  .. 


Enclosed  ,-""."  #111  ph&m       ri&d  the 

lei--r3    . '■  ■"  ~-C.  l-c- turned. 

Secretary 


5fuj        ^aw-  .  i 


3  6   0  Riverside  Drive 
New  York  N.Y. 
March  18  1 941. 


Mr.  Louis  A  Warren 

c/o  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne  Ind. 

Dear  Mr.  Warren; 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  March  I4th 
regarding  the  Shotwell  portrait  and  the  price  at  which 
I  held  it. 

A  short  time  ago  when  my  home  was  in  Lombard 
111.  a  suburb  of  Chisago,  I  took  this  portrait,  to- 
gether with  the  twenty  or  more  original  autographed 
letters (copies  of  a  few  or  which  I  sent  you)  to  a 
well  known  and  thoroughly  competent  dealer  in  Chicago 
and  he  appraised  the  portrait,  together  with  the 
letters,  at  #75»00. 

I  presume  you  are  familiar  with  the  official  descrip- 
tion of  this  portrait  as  related  in  "Truesdell's  Eng- 
raved and  Lithographed  Portraits  of  Lincoln"but  if  not, 
may  I  call  your  attention  to  v.  2  -  No.  6  -  14  B  for 
a  full  description. 

Hoping  to  receive  a  favorable  response  from 
you  as  to  the  acquiring  of  this  superb  engraving,  I  am, 

Very  Truly  Yours,    -^  j 

Please  note  my  change  of  address  since  my  previous 
letter. 
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